Naloxone for Opioid Overdose and the Role of the Pharmacist.
With the rise of the opioid epidemic in the United States and increased mortality as a result of opioid overdoses, there have been many national and statewide initiatives to combat this health crisis. Many states have expanded accessibility to naloxone, an opioid-reversal agent. Naloxone is safe, cost-effective, and nonaddictive. In addition, simple administration allows naloxone to be used by patients, family members, caregivers, and bystanders in the event of an opioid overdose. While a great emphasis has been placed on the prescribing practices of health care providers as it pertains to opioid therapy for chronic pain, a new focus has been placed on coprescribing naloxone with opioids for high-risk patients. Naloxone standing orders have allowed health care providers, including pharmacists, to prescribe, dispense, and/ or administer the medication in an attempt to save lives. In addition, pharmacists play a role in counseling and educating patients, family members, caregivers, and bystanders on the safe administration of naloxone in the event of an emergency.